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An academic vision 

“That minds may be 
capable of judging 
wisely and forming 
opinions soundly”.
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Growth Mindset
Behaviours and values in 
the learning environment

Open-mindednessOpen-mindedness

Respect Respect 

Tolerance Tolerance 

Personal and  Personal and  
mutual growth mutual growth 

Engagement Engagement 

HappinessHappiness

Growth, change,  Growth, change,  
and flexibilityand flexibility

Proudly South African Proudly South African 

Critical thinking Critical thinking 

Courage Courage 

Commitment  Commitment  
and perseverance and perseverance 

Individuality Individuality 

We embrace new ideas and ways of learning.

We create a safe environment, respecting others’ views and strengths.

We acknowledge and respect diversity in the learning environment.

We take responsibility for holistic growth and support each other.

We make learning stimulating, exciting, and enjoyable.

We reflect on emotional wellbeing for balanced development.

We embrace these in our learning environment.

We recognise our African identity and global citizenship in learning.

We believe that metacognition is fundamental to teaching and learning.

We face challenges with confidence.

We give our best regardless of success or disappointment.

We embrace uniqueness, pursue interests, and develop  
a clear sense of self.
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Dispositions  
of learning

Lifelong commitment  Lifelong commitment  
Learning is a continuous journey,  

not a destination.

Learn in and out of the classroom  Learn in and out of the classroom  
Embracing diverse interests and activities.

Respect the right to learn Respect the right to learn 
Valuing and respecting others’ learning space.

Humility in learning Humility in learning 
Respecting and listening to others.

Open-ended learning Open-ended learning 
Embracing multiple solutions  

and thinking creatively.

Intra-personal and inter-personal skills Intra-personal and inter-personal skills 
Developing personal and social relationships.

Embrace uncertainty and challenge Embrace uncertainty and challenge 
Hard work leads to holistic growth.
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Growth 
Curriculum

Value constructive criticism  Value constructive criticism  
Essential for the learning process.

Failure as an opportunity to grow  Failure as an opportunity to grow  
Learning from mistakes, not limitations.

Personal accountability for learning Personal accountability for learning 
Taking responsibility for actions.

Perseverance  Perseverance  
Understanding that failure is part of  

the learning process, not the end.

Problem-solving and initiative Problem-solving and initiative 
Actively identifying and finding solutions.

Critical thinking about our world  Critical thinking about our world  
Engaging with current issues critically.

Risk-taking and resilience  Risk-taking and resilience  
Vital for learning and personal growth.

Kingsmead’s unique Growth 
Curriculum embodies over a decade 
of educational development and 
answers crucial questions: What 
does a 21st Century education 
mean? How do we prepare students 
for the future? How can we provide 
a globally relevant education while 
maintaining high standards? How 
do we foster lifelong learners and 
equip students with essential skills?

Our approach draws inspiration from 

renowned practices worldwide, such as the 

International Baccalaureate, John Hattie’s 

Visible Learning, and Carol Dweck’s Growth 

Mindset, combined with local examples of 

exceptional teaching. 
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Dispositions  
of learning



Growth Curriculum cont.

Central to our curriculum is the belief in each individual’s unlimited 
potential, necessitating personalised attention to fully realise it. As a 
national leader in girls’ education, we embrace our value of courage  
and support responsible risks – because complacency is not an option.

Our Grades 8 and 9 Growth 
Curriculum aligns with the 
outcomes of the National Senior 
Certificate while upholding our 
high academic standards. We  
have broken down the barriers 
between different subjects, 
creating a more relevant, 
stimulating, and challenging 
syllabus for our students.

The shift from content focus to skills focus 

reflects an international trend in education. 

It allows for collaborative, theme-based 

learning across subjects and a streamlined 

learning process.  

It also enables us to provide fewer but 

richer, authentic assessments that truly 

measure essential skills.

In the 21st century, learning goes beyond 

knowledge retention. It requires proficiency 

in subject-specific and universally 

transferable skills, along with the ability to 

apply abstract concepts to new situations. 

Our Growth Curriculum equips our students 

to meet these demanding expectations.
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Knowledge in Silos
Growth Curriculum cont.

Maths Comp. Lit GeographyHistory

Drama Add Language EMS English

Natural Science French PELO

Traditional Teaching Methods
The Growth Curriculum is the shift from content focus to skills focus.
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Each term, our students engage in  
three integrated modules that 
prioritise the development of 
subject-specific and transferable 
skills through diverse  
tasks and assessments.

Assessment encompasses both 

formative and summative evaluations, 

incorporating formal testing, examinations, 

practical work, individual skills-focused 

assessments, and collaborative projects.

These modules run alongside Core 

subjects such as English Home Language, 

Mathematics, Additional Languages, Deep 

and Meaningful Conversations, Physical 

Education, and elective subjects. The Core 

subjects are closely linked to the modules 

and assessed according to IEB standards.

Our growth-oriented approach, designed to 

be challenging and rigorous, prepares our 

students not only for Grades 10, 11, and 12 

but also for life beyond school.

Kingsmead College is a private girls' elementary and high school situated

Growth 
Curriculum 
modules
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Kingsmead: My New School 

This module supports students in transitioning 

to Senior School. It covers Kingsmead 

College’s heritage and ethos, while integrating 

Growth Mindset, Technology, and Accounting. 

Life Orientation, Economic and Management 

Sciences, Enrichment, and Computer Literacy 

as well as activities and assessments on the 

subjects provide further understanding of  

the school.

Revolution 

In this module, Grade 8s explore the theme 

of Revolution through History, Visual Arts, 

Dramatic Arts, and Music. They learn about 

various types of revolution—political, social, 

economic, and cultural. 

Visual Arts focuses on art as propaganda 

throughout history, while Music delves into 

the role of music in shaping society. Dramatic 

Arts introduces theatre origins and elements, 

and History enhances source analysis skills 

and understanding of the term ‘revolution’. 

The module culminates in a slam poetry 

performance by the students, enabling  

group and individual skills to be assessed.

Grade 8
Term 1
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Curiouser  
and Curiouser 

The Curiouser and Curiouser module emphasises fundamental skills in 

Computer Literacy, Geography, and Natural Science. Students apply 

these skills to conduct a scientific investigation, constructing and testing 

an experiment. They choose from four investigation options, conducting 

research, building prototypes, and following the scientific method while 

utilising a digital platform for documentation.

Grade 8 | Term 1 cont.
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Capitalism and Communism 

In this module, Grade 8s study History, Economic Sciences, and Computer Literacy. They 

explore the definitions and global impact of Capitalism and Communism. The final assessment 

involves creating a political and economic system for a newly discovered island and designing 

a promotional website.

Culture Clash 

Students collaborate to research four South African cultures. Through the lens of the Growth 

Curriculum subjects of Visual Art, Dramatic Arts, Music, and Life Orientation, they gather 

information, conduct interviews, explore music and dance, and creatively showcase their 

findings in a mini-documentary. 

Grade 8
Term 2

Our Future World 

This module focuses on challenges and opportunities related to climate change, sustainability, 

and oceans. Natural Science, Geography, and Enrichment are integrated to develop research 

skills. Students choose an Essential Question to investigate, and produce a research essay  

on the topic.
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Good to Grow 

This module sees students explore entrepreneurship, social entrepreneurship, sustainable fashion, 

advertising, and business ethics. Economic and Management Sciences, Computer Literacy, and 

Service are integrated into the curriculum. The module focuses on the social enterprise, Clothes 

to Good, where students simulate owning a microbusiness and selling second-hand clothes.

Love Jozi 

Students delve into Johannesburg’s heritage, examining the impact of gold discovery and migrant 

labour. Through Geography, History, Dramatic Arts, and Music, they explore their personal family 

history and develop skills in data handling, mapwork, source analysis, and writing. As a practical 

examination, students create and film a monologue reflecting their Jozi story, incorporating 

research, theatre, performance, and music.

Grade 8
Term 3

This is us

This module covers the human body, gender inequalities, rights, and health. Natural Science, 

Art, and Life Orientation are utilised to explore concepts of internal and external identity, 

gender identity, and body image. Through reflection and class activities, the students develop 

a deeper understanding of themselves.
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Human Rights & Wrongs  

This module explores human rights violations and the role of the international community. 

Geography, History, Life Orientation, and Philosophy for Children provide a comprehensive 

understanding of human rights. Skills developed include critical thinking, source analysis,  

data interpretation, and map reading.

Adrenaline Rush 

Adrenaline Rush simulates the experience of designing a theme park ride. Students plan, 

acquire virtual funds, and build a prototype using skills from Economic & Management 

Sciences, Natural Science, and Computer Literacy. They present their business proposals 

to a hypothetical bank panel and use virtual money for materials.

Grade 9
Term 1

 

Children’s Theatre 

This module combines Dramatic Arts, Music, and Visual Art. Students reimagine folktales 

through shadow puppetry-based theatre, creating scripts, music, and puppets. This fosters 

subject-specific and transferable skills for creative performances.
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Foodology 
 
In Foodology students plan and execute a menu for a specific dietary requirement within a budget. 

Economic & Management Sciences, Computer Literacy, and Natural Science are integrated to 

develop skills in budgeting, visual documentation, and nutritional research. 

Debunking Disney 

Students analyse the portrayal of Disney princesses in ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ ‘Cinderella,’ ‘Mulan,’ 

and ‘Pocahontas.’ Computer Literacy, Dramatic Arts, History, and Life Orientation are incorporated. 

Students assess historical and social accuracy by analysing relevant sources. They then reimagine a 

section of their assigned film in a new genre through a process called “sweding.” Computer Literacy 

explores filming and editing techniques using iMovie, and students design robotic props using 

Arduino microprocessors and C++ coding.

Grade 9
Term 2

 

Made in Africa 

In the Made in Africa module, Geography, Visual Arts, Music, and Enrichment merge. Students 

explore Africa’s geography, masks, and music. They compose and record an original percussion 

ensemble, translate it into an Art score, and animate it on iPads. The final assessment 

emphasises self-reflection, critical thinking, and valuing the process.
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Elements of Existence 

This module draws inspiration from 

ancient philosophers’ quest to 

understand existence. It includes 

Natural Science, Geography, and 

Philosophy for Children.

In Natural Science, students explore 

the nature and significance of elements 

and compounds for sustaining life. 

Geography focuses on the structure, 

composition, and importance of Earth 

and the atmosphere. Philosophy 

for Children engages students in 

philosophical thinking, using arguments 

and the Socratic method to delve into 

the concept of existence.

Kingfisher 

The Kingfisher module mirrors the depth of  

the Loerie Awards in advertising. It combines 

English Home Language, Computer Literacy, 

Music, Economic and Management Sciences,  

and Visual Arts.

In Computer Literacy, teams create animated 

logos in Keynote, exploring colour schemes 

and design elements for effective branding. 

Students also learn about the social and  

ethical implications of Information 

Communication Technology.

In Music, students learn about copyright, 

compose original jingles for advertisements, and 

study the elements of music in ads. They engage 

their creativity in the jingle creation process.

Grade 9
Term 3
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Economic and Management Sciences  

focuses on applying the General Ledger in 

advertising companies. 

Visual Arts teaches students to differentiate 

between Art and Design and guides them in 

creating visually appealing logos and brands.

Resistance 

The Resistance module integrates 

Dramatic Arts, Life Orientation, History, 

and Enrichment. It promotes responsible 

advocacy by exploring Anti-Apartheid 

protest history, current social issues, legal 

requirements for protest, and responsible 

ways to express one’s voice.

In Dramatic Arts, students develop their 

own voice of activism through Resistance 

performances. Enrichment includes a critical 

thinking course culminating in a research 

essay. History examines the South African 

Anti-Apartheid movement and the progression 

of resistance towards mass-based protest.

Life Orientation emphasises the importance 

of activism, different forms of activism, and 

responsible activism. It encourages students 

to analyse current social issues and deepen 

their understanding of relevant movements.

Grade 9 | Term 3 cont.

NATURAL SCIENCE

GEOGRAPHY

PHILOSOPHY

ELEMENTS OF 
EXISTENCE

ENGLISH

COMPUTER LITERACY

MUSIC

KINGFISHER

ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT 

SCIENCES

VISUAL ARTS

DRAMATIC ARTS

ENRICHMENT

HISTORY

RESISTANCE

LIFE ORIENTATION

Kingsmead College | Growth Curriculum | Grades 8 & 9 19



Kingsmead Senior School

Tel: +27 11 731 7300 

Mail: senior@kingsmead.co.za

132 Oxford Road. Melrose Johannesburg 

(Entrance in Tottenham Avenue)


